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political system and occupying the same office could have done better.
The good results of Safeguarding were obvious.  The Free Trader, as indeed had the Protectionist in his day, carped about cause and effect and changed conditions.   It was hardly a moment for making excuses.  In the motor industry 30,000 men had found added employment and five foreign firms had set up large factories employing labour in this country.   Everywhere that the duties applied improvement was marked.   In the election of 1929 Mr. Baldwin again sounded the country and appealed on the still important question of curing unemployment.   He was defeated as a result of the ostensible failure of his five years' administration, and Labour came into power.   In 1930 the Socialists announced the end of the Safeguarding duties as soon as they should reach the close of their term; in 1931 the question was no longer considered, as the whole nation became overwhelmed in the financial storm. The anticipated removal of these duties went no deeper than the dogged fanaticism of Mr. Philip Snowden, and the defeat of the strong Conservative Government was not so much the scare of rising prices as the just reward for unnecessary apologies. The real significance of the political position lay deeper in the new change of outlook. The country was beginning to doubt the advantages of laisser-faire having learned its lessons.   It was too late then to find any remedy, and Trade Union leaders were turning to tariffs as a means of saving the State.  They seemed in the last resort the only hope of the unemployed.  A group of bankers from an entirely different point of view were seriously considering the advantages of a check on imports. The inveterate self-assurance of the City was shaken.  The prejudices were disappearing thirty years too late.
Although Mr. Baldwin has lived down these prejudices he has only gained the use of tariffs as a dire necessity. He has never been able to use the powers to protect as a weapon in constructive statesmanship. It was because Joseph